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Medal of Honor Recipients

8" US CAVALRY REGIMENT
Vietnam War

*JOHNSTON, DONALD R.

Rank and organization: Specialist
Fourth Class, U.S. Army, Company D,
1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry, 1st
Cavalry Division. Place and date: Tay
Ninh Province, Republic of Vietham,
21 March 1969. Entered service at:
Columbus, Ga. Born: 19 November
1947, Columbus, Ga. Citation: For
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity
in action at the risk of his life above
and beyond the call of duty. Sp4c.
Johnston distinguished himself while
serving as a mortarman with
Company D, at a fire support base in

Tay Ninh Province. Sp4c. Johnston's
company was in defensive positions
when it came under a devastating
rocket and mortar attack. Under
cover of the bombardment, enemy
sappers broke through the defensive
perimeter and began hurling
explosive charges into the main
defensive bunkers. Sp4c. Johnston
and 6 of his comrades had moved
from their exposed positions to 1 of
the bunkers to continue their fight
against the enemy attackers. As they
were firing from the bunker, an
enemy soldier threw 3 explosive
charges into their position. Sensing



the danger to his comrades, Sp4c.
Johnston, with complete disregard
for his safety, hurled himself onto
the explosive charges, smothering
the detonations with his body and
shielding his fellow soldiers from the
blast. His heroic action saved the
lives of 6 of his comrades. Sp4c.
Johnston's concern for his fellow
men at the cost of his life were in the
highest traditions of the military
service and reflect great credit upon
himself, his unit, and the U.S. Army.

*LEISY, ROBERT RONALD

Rank and organization: Second
Lieutenant, U.S. Army, Infantry,
Company B, 1st Battalion, 8th
Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division. place
and date: Phuoc Long province,
Republic of Vietham, 2 December
1969. Entered service at: Seattle,
Wash. Born: 1 March 1945, Stockton,
Calif. Citation: For conspicuous
gallantry and intrepidity in action at
the risk of his life above and beyond
the call of duty. 2d Lt. Leisy,
Infantry, Company B, distinguished
himself while serving as platoon
leader during a reconnaissance
mission. One of his patrols became
heavily engaged by fire from a
numerically superior enemy force
located in a well-entrenched bunker
complex. As 2d Lt. Leisy deployed
the remainder of his platoon to
rescue the beleaguered patrol, the
platoon also came under intense
enemy fire from the front and both
flanks. In complete disregard for his
safety, 2d Lt. Leisy moved from
position to position deploying his

men to effectively engage the
enemy. Accompanied by his radio
operator he moved to the front and
spotted an enemy sniper in a tree in
the act of firing a rocket-propelled
grenade at them. Realizing there
was neither time to escape the
grenade nor shout a warning, 2d Lt.
Leisy unhesitatingly, and with full
knowledge of the consequences,
shielded the radio operator with his
body and absorbed the full impact of
the explosion. This valorous act
saved the life of the radio operator
and protected other men of his
platoon who were nearby from
serious injury. Despite his mortal
wounds, 2d Lt. Leisy calmly and
confidently continued to direct the
platoon’s fire. When medical aid
arrived, 2d Lt. Leisy valiantly refused
attention until the other seriously
wounded were treated. His display of
extraordinary courage and
exemplary devotion to duty provided
the inspiration and leadership that
enabled his platoon to successfully
withdraw without further casualties.
2d Lt. Leisy's gallantry at the cost of
his life are in keeping with the
highest traditions of the military
service and reflect great credit on
him, his unit, and the U.S. Army.

This page provided via courtesy of the 8 US Cav
Regt Assn Inc, http://www.8cavalry.org/



LEMON, PETER C.

Rank and organization: Sergeant,
U.S. Army, Company E, 2d Battalion,
8th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division.
place and date: Tay Ninh province,
Republic of Vietnam, 1 April 1970.
Entered service at: Tawas City, Mich.
Born: 5 June 1950, Toronto, Canada.
Citation: For conspicuous gallantry
and intrepidity in action at the risk of
his life above and beyond the call of
duty. Sgt. Lemon (then Sp4c.),
Company E, distinguished himself
while serving as an assistant
machine gunner during the defense
of Fire Support Base Illingworth.
When the base came under heavy
enemy attack, Sgt. Lemon engaged a
numerically superior enemy with
machine gun and rifle fire from his
defensive position until both
weapons malfunctioned. He then
used hand grenades to fend off the
intensified enemy attack launched in
his direction. After eliminating all
but 1 of the enemy soldiers in the
immediate vicinity, he pursued and
disposed of the remaining soldier in
hand-to-hand combat. Despite
fragment wounds from an exploding
grenade, Sgt. Lemon regained his
position, carried a more seriously
wounded comrade to an aid station,
and, as he returned, was wounded a
second time by enemy fire.
Disregarding his personal injuries,
he moved to his position through a
hail of small arms and grenade fire.
Sgt. Lemon immediately realized
that the defensive sector was in
danger of being overrun by the

enemy and unhesitatingly assaulted
the enemy soldiers by throwing hand
grenades and engaging in hand-to-
hand combat. He was wounded yet a
third time, but his determined efforts
successfully drove the enemy from
the position. Securing an operable
machine gun, Sgt. Lemon stood atop
an embankment fully exposed to
enemy fire, and placed effective fire
upon the enemy until he collapsed
from his multiple wounds and
exhaustion. After regaining
consciousness at the aid station, he
refused medical evacuation until his
more seriously wounded comrades
had been evacuated. Sgt. Lemon's
gallantry and extraordinary heroism,
are in keeping with the highest
traditions of the military service and
reflect great credit on him, his unit,
and the U.S. Army.
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*MONROE, JAMES H.

Rank and organization: Private First
Class, U.S. Army, Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 1st
Battalion, 8th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry
Division (Airmobile). Place and date:
Bong Son, Hoai Nhon Province,
Republic of Vietham, 16 February
1967. Entered service at: Chicago,
Ill. Born: 17 October 1944, Aurora,
Ill. Citation: For conspicuous
gallantry and intrepidity in action at
the risk of his life above and beyond
the call of duty. His platoon was



deployed in a night ambush when
the position was suddenly subjected
to an intense and accurate grenade
attack, and 1 foxhole was hit
immediately. Responding without
hesitation to the calls for help from
the wounded men Pfc. Monroe
moved forward through heavy small-
arms fire to the foxhole but found
that all of the men had expired. He
turned immediately and crawled
back through the deadly hail of fire
toward other calls for aid. He moved
to the platoon sergeant's position
where he found the radio operator
bleeding profusely from
fragmentation and bullet wounds.
Ignoring the continuing enemy
attack, Pfc. Monroe began treating
the wounded man when he saw a
live grenade fall directly in front of
the position. He shouted a warning

to all those nearby, pushed the
wounded radio operator and the
platoon sergeant to one side, and
lunged forward to smother the
grenade's blast with his body.
Through his valorous actions,
performed in a flash of inspired
selflessness, Pfc. Monroe saved the
lives of 2 of his comrades and
prevented the probable injury of
several others. His gallantry and
intrepidity were in the highest
traditions of the U.S. Army, and
reflect great credit upon himself and
the Armed Forces of his country.
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